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T TSR A G at A
B1ETd o Bt : JOAl TR

ezt HETean, T S IR IHAT S BT 89 T HAT &R

IHAT HAT PEPR AT B © | ifh saR forg I A
T8 afew Af | U S € f& REgwarn dEeie @
RIS d8vild Bl Ol & | 89N IS T4 H e,
feHTeret, I, T BEdR 89 faT—1d ! T B © |
HUT IUND T4 F9 &5 DI HAAT B & A ST S8 ]
HA—Hel I8l gs fawaTs Il B | WAfh rdd g @Y a1 B
o ST 997 &3 & NI, F_1a H JHAT T & TS 8 3R
feel # T S wiax ®U | ugfid 8 TS ¥ &R I ugfa
STeT STd HYRT, gara+ | STl 8 Al 7 {TeE & Ay Wl ©
3R T FM &R & A 5l & | 791 &5 & T "Rl &
3R Sil DI T USAT STl | T A & fory Gl AR
B T B | BTclifdh 980 IR I8 A9 @R & Afed ¥ or
T, 980 IR 3R & T 3R b <1 AT W &,
BRI BRIS SU BT IS JHAT TR W 1 11 | offh
DI TSI ATS T 81 (el | T8 O DEd & [P 2Th b
A U | 39 |aH 3MEd IR IMPIR BIbx THAT FRhapror
USITHT 91 & W el 2 | I8 ol ool ugd <&l ¢ | |
S I8l §31 € | 38 HRa] Bl AT it | 9 e & foy
M & 3R W qAIdd S S=H W@ Adrar AT | offdh

1 Aqqe | 989 : Afedl BT ugyer

D 3MMEATA B 916 I P SN HRATS 3MF Th 9 R o)
g% o
BT ST AHAT | ToRTT H AEHRI BT IATERYT TAR AT
2| &g Uy § AHer SR AT &1 SSeRv gR AW R |
AERAA 4T srgHeEe H fdehal g@ g ofl| 89 W4
rEHGTETE S o T fdedhel SRR fawrg usd off | oifdet et
P ST AERAA H STel | ATERHAT 376 AdTeld WA Il
& B | 3P US AT AT e U<eT & J& HAT 7 farm
H THET AT BT ST B YW D © | TP Al b ISR a8
T YRT BT SIRATT iR St RigRer &9 oo # 89 are ©,
& QO fF fra ave o B 98 98aR Tt & 2| oAfdd
T HROT 2 {6 7 a1 T BT Sl yaTg ¢ I8 7 3R A
IHDT YU HH B I8 & | Sy H U] AT H I8
fava a8l 3o =@redl g |

B9 AN I8 A18d © [ IR 39 R IR <, IWPR 39
R AT < | Fifs H P arsd] g P 3 garl aiRepiad
ERIEN ¢ |

Y BHARY AR BT Uil © | 1380 I fhal™ex &1 I
S BT ST GRRT &, S9H a8 U &1 9ol <ol € | adl 2R
Wl & RieE wRd gY, & Wiod <l €| ey 9 gAY
Shader= € | ARy @ I8 o {6 39 IR @ dudd IR
Y 37 BT ¥ of | ol STd AHISTh BRID 36 T §U
2, Q¥ P ARTRS I7¢ FHSI 3B 8, 99 9D 918 dl ADR DI
IR Ml SITET T 9@ aX 39 W HRAR! Bl 4y |
iy H FHe =l § % Ud drcblield SU™ & 3R U
redIfors SUT & | dlcbliold SUN & fd ARaR BT @S
IRTST ¥ R STl BIe+ &7 01 < aTfds IgAT ST T a4l STl
UATE d¢ AR ITHT UGNl Al oISl HH 8l | oifb Srddbreid
U A1 g4 =12 | ey § aud ARIH ¥ IS WRAR |
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PR el 7, STAAT ST SIS Sfl, JUIY B IR I
JO1 €, S §aY wfhemel 94 §, Sl 9 B8 <, ARPR H 4l 8
ST | 31 BH B8 R o, TSl 89 QI Ueb N Dl STURT PR
T o b S #3 We B €, I avell & dR § FEd © | H
RRIERE BT SR JHAT Sfl IRERel & et 78 Bl dr oe”
Ig ¥ UGHUT Hh 81 I SR STerwarg &l o | faesd a8 8
b Ig1 SN Ravell A FE 98 € g1 9 dEN g9 9,
HRT—JaTdd H W@ ST R&! © | 9 981 g& S ]&1 5 | H a1 9
@1 981 g ey W oy a1 I8 ARKId U 4 980 @ @I
SR 2 b T S @ S T

ey SHl, H SO FHEAT Al § b &H IR AT =Ry
IR afreardd A1 ARG | olfhd ITR AT =A1fRY S A
TSR BT 1 AT HY 3R IR VAT 91 A1y ST Fed
H 90 §H 99 BT FERM BN | gAfol H =Edl g fd w3l
eI W WS B 3R &4 LA Iy & dTcapiferd SUr 1
T HT AR Sediferd Sur ff T S & IR H B |

3 dae ¥ 989 Al BT ggur

o JKT: HK

aAferelt B Hgumt A Bt D AR
IWBR 2Ad-TA AR ; el w=ue

Ekrtrr sraaRy o, ¥ o € B oem g3 s
Feagel fawa o Faf & forv e fRar 7| 97 9gd |y
a1 fawa 2 & <o 1 Afedl &) Ridore Refd, ey wu 4
T 3R IHAT Bl Ih) YN G H Ydh FgHd &l [ 39 W
=l B =A1SY 3R I8 gl 8l RE © | #eled, WRd & el
@ 4 qRT @1 B el B Aball 2| 3 bl B HY
FATG B3 & | S dRrel @l o gafmy oy & | fEgzar
A B, faael 1 a1 2 3R T, IHAT & W W F D
qu T AR B BT TR R © | BRER H @ Iut ugel
AT B3N AT | T8 AT SART PRIST ] HAT H 37T o | B H b
& 3 9, N9 BRI ART A € | H STd ST AeTTT PR
R T A g3 SIFaR U @ 3Meed gafl b g9 <o 4
FIIG B FAT H A DI WRERT Fell B |

3Rl IuwHTafa S, I8 S fRgwe &, ANl fHed,
AR AT €, 39 fEgzar &r el & Riga & € auf 9§ ot
qfet & 397 2 AR o) dwou T 8 wad 7 | I
I8 T DI ARAT, I DI ORI 3R < Bl FERfA BT faw
2 | HEIGd, & 7ol & A1 Udh SfTedTfcAd TR ST 83Tl @ |
T fAw] & ug ¥, §81 & pHed I, YIRY & qU ¥, Helad
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@I STl W B gy, TAE H W ¥ Sl § 3R ¥ ST
qRA & FATS BT oIdhR A U AFR H Ferdl & | 197 o,
T SERT A AT IR @ STTedTfoAd faRMId @ T & | I
@ forg +ff ARl 4 qu fBar| I & IR § Hed § &
g @ g & &R I @ afe 2

IHATIT ST, 3ATST AR d8d W Aol gara 3R HRT
T B H AN D! At FHAT| Y A Y Il B
Weﬁ?ﬁ%ﬂﬁ%ﬁmﬁmﬂwsﬁ?mﬁaﬁw
T A= BT AR et € |

I B w1 Refd g g8 o=l ol § PR aren g
fegear # 45 &R fheirier Afeal gg<t €1 59 #7178
T ST @ BIFRTT @I, A <2 H 12 major river basins &
46 mediumriver basins g 3R 14 &g I+ small river basinsz |
I H WRA Bl fRIId B ==l BT FE A H AT 3R
3ol 1 <@ @ BN Hear g, O wet et fed €
HTH BT 8 | TRATT 7 9197 iR AT et € R g 2 |
B S8 PEl—d—del U ol € | F SR Aol &1 ue
I BIAT € |

A UG Sfl, ASTIad BRI WRT GR=
ofTgl ITRIEE ¥ V& ©, T8l W1 YA & 3IR 5 YT 2 | fawy
TR, TRt fawy 1 iR dell T e €; de yan, et
3fefiaT Harfdl A fHerc & Bl yanT, el fUery 7<)
refdiaT ¥ Al & & YA, S8l feldeial #arfbel i
fercl 2 ok <@ yamT, et 3 9 BId) Afeat wrfiRel &
fed? T & ®Y H AT gl T |

HAART AT SN, 1Y AfArrg 9 et 2 | 51d § Bt 7
DI 1 PRAT §, Al S 9aTil a1 I JoF gRT I Ao
g, A1 98 1 Tdh WH 2| AdNT ded © b U g Adl g8
A 2| o9 # 77 UQY & Iooid oirar g, o dgt famr ek
gifehetT =iretl T | ferdl €1 98 W gui © | 59 § A

5 dae ¥ 989 Al BT ggur

ST BT BIRIRT AT §, o a8l f2Rudn 3R Hiuer el &1
W g, G981 W U AR g« © | TGN Pl dl gfeyor T
g Bed ©, orIel Tam &N 9 9 RS T | I8 g9
3eATfeHd URFRT &, ST AfQal & A1 IS 88 © | SAN o™l
reTfcH e, AT ORI BT ST T &1 PR far &7
H I D1 91d Fel | Hon, Deputy Chairman, Sir, | am very
pained to say that, today, Yamunahas been reduced to asewer or
agutter. AR HRT, TG ¥ Sl §d 31T &, 9 41 a1 gfsd
BI? AT HYRT, GITIH DI Hedl IGAT & (941 Bl 1 Aebell 57
il § sl av garad T o1, § {1 BT 9o g, A H I
@ °IC WR TAT| FEl B I D Blel U Bl oxd PR, &
HRY, B 3Gl # A 3 Q| g8 IG1, f5e fb-R =rei
WR G JeWlerdl fbar &rd o, 98 g1, s 4= 4
el BR BIferI™aT HWT &I UREBAT AR agad BT DI
D b PIY A FAM DI IR B © IR T8 T4l 3T AR,
gara W 1 81 S 3! I8 98 R &I 91 7 | Al T
H AT HA SN 9 §He dY gard g8l iR S $I
DI BT b UHT RV &, T RIT 8 8T 87

AT SUGHTART ST, o a1 31 Ah—H1% fadrg gl
2 | ugel # Twras) =t e aredt €| Thereisno fresh flow
of water left inthe Yamuna. I8 & §ad TR a1 8 | I
THAEN I Y BIBR BRATOM BT gU feell Ml € | 59 H4
faeell @1 S @1 BIRMEr @1, a1 faeell § a1 R 22
fhetiey &l & IR I9AT &7 70 TR pollution el &

31T g | Itisauniqueratio that the Yamunariver traversesonly
22 kilometersin Delhi, yet 70 per cent of itspollutionisreferrable
to Delhi, sourced at Delhi. Two per cent distance, 70 percent

pollution. & A H3T ST, g ATlA & {317 3 STarg
H el T QR WAF— 1, T QR WIe— 2, I Garer
- 1, THAT QIR M- 2, MY IATGH, T3 AH |
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3ot National River Conservation Directorate 94 14T &,
%3 Super Committees g, s Standing Committees g, <ifdid
ST RIT Fdhell 57 $H®I Ha¥ classica example s, U
®IC ¥ Ua PIL pending &, fST9aT ¥¥® © Hell I9A7| That
PIL hasbeen pending in the Supreme Court since 1993.

PR I8 Rfd 81 WY ar @ g1t eem? o g b
RIS 37 T I & IG—IWMG 3R I Ul BT HI R
ST 5500 RIS WU G [y MY 8 | 3R H ITard g, dl
AT HAT SN, 3T g3l deae dBIforei | R faeell # &
2500 RIS HUY @ fhy MU 8| S U Bl gail g
GARIRT el B @ d1e A1 IR AT SgEEI ol R Sy,
YMERT Jol TR SISV 3R IJGAT BT <RIY AT SSREIST 1T |
TR g2 R TS W TP ATl ORIl I I 2| a8 S
UIST B, Hel 9 $el 39 N § TR a1 B A2y | 3miaR
Sl &, ¢ UON @ U 5500 HRIS WU HEl Y7 HEl
Terc & T8 82 AR HAI SN, 379 &H MU SHBT Saiv
AT AT |

Peoplesay that pollutionisbasically because of two factors.
Firstisindustrial pollution and the second isdomestic sewage.
STel da 31mads Central Pollution Control Board @ #19® €, 70
gferera & 80 UfereTd Ufede™ sewage ¥ BT & | W Ul H
Industrial Pollution R 3ITdT & | 91 H=1 Sfl, Industrial
Pollution T identify &< 3MRATE 2 | You know there is an
industry whichisdischargingitswastein the Yamuna. BOD @1
a1 H 91€ § SR, offd AR HAT S, 3179 &6 I8 9arsy
b GIFIUd, 9T, BRI | ddR AN B Sl [ doc
2, a8t JgAT # fHa industrial waste R &7 € 3R S99 &
fra wfagal @ Raams HrE HRATE 3 T8 87

il H9 U RUrC Udl, 39 SHDT authenticity & aR #
FATSY, TG ¥ Sl DiAhe’T 8, 98 1 toxic 3R dangerous

7 dae ¥ 989 Al BT ggur

2| I8 I 87 H1 Ta RUIE 3R UGl 8, 3R | Terd & df MM
H31 correct HITSTYI, BRATIM H UHIIT—AHITT D U I
DI AH B dTel Sl GIF o 8, Ia1 AT BT dJael ol
8T8 g1 14T fdh they stopped working because they could not
takethat severelevel of pollution. 3R RIf I1g & a1 d &
TCHT? I8 95 U D1 1 2 | $9D IR H B A A1
TR |

319 377 faeetl & 91 IfoTT | el H U+ 17 Sewage
Treatment Plants@TTY & | Correct me, if my number iswrong.
But | am given to understand that these 17 Sewage Treatment
Plants (STPs) arealmost 40 per cent of Indiastotal installation,
R ¥ I8 F7 BT 2° STH H HY M & A8l I W@ ¢ |
TR B3 B DR © Al I8 AMIBT ST BH 8] PR &l B |
STET JMUHT S0 B BT © Al g8l ol delle AR & a8
IFdeis WaR # el ST ¥

39 fieell # S d@& H SrRifRISSS PiA-dl &l
A AN BT WR 377 BR g | AT I USel Sd DiaAl=al Pl
3iTARTgST HR+1 BT 8IS Sl &, Al 981 I8 T el <l STl
g & g8t R Aast @ fidr W & Sy, a1 A =1 S,
H MUY UE HEAT ASdl &, [dh 59 AT BT FAME B I
REREEZAIE

3MSTdhel Udh 4T A dell § Interceptor Sewers, 5T
3T & & fHIR TTE TR T &Y 91 R I8 & | A H73Y
ST, 31TST § 39T Udh 3MTehsT oAT aredT & | | hopel amwrong.
D oy 1963 TRIe wUY Tdidfes 8, Rrad 9 Rim 51
PRIe ®UY @ gV &, in Delhi, which accountsfor 70 per cent
of Yamuna pollution. SH®T FIT Aderd 287 iR @I 8k &
Sewage Treatment Plants &+t T8 &% 37 € | 31261, $H@T
ORT WIHT 91 8, MU Sl FdT—ctal $oiol RAeed a9 2 |
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Tgel S drex Bl pool BRI, fhr SHRT Ah BRI, AH B
@ 9IS 91U cleaned water @1 STl | I8 cleaned 3R uncleaned
&1 ST "Teiel 9 | fAerar 8, S 98d AR 8 T8 ©
YISt I8 81 R8T 8 & 3MMud 5500 HRIS ®UT AN HT IR AT
3R facetl H 2500 HRI§ WUV W BT W AT JHAT 3R 1
31 iy 8 TS 2 |

319 # Biochemical Oxygen Demand (BOD) @1 €Td &Rl
g | 3 Prof. M.GK. Menon @1 &HST 9918 off, fo¥ia a1
M norms &1 relax o faar |

Does the water of Yamuna satisfy even that norm? Hon.
Minister, | would not like to have atechnical reply from you,
because my understanding of acleanwater isavisbly cleanwater,
and | shall be measuring the benchmark of your answer withthe
yardstick of what we see when we pass through the Shahadra
Bridge and the Nizamuddin Bridge and see the Yamunadown
below. | would like to measure your assurance when | go to
Brindavan and Mathura, taketheachamansfromtheYamunawater
and try to seewhether my handsare black or clean. That isthe
measurement of cleanliness and pollution which the country

expects. AT HAT SN, § oY SHHIE BT fh 3993 aR
# 3g gH TSt 9ardl, a1 91 HuT BT |

AR, 37T Sl H FHere g 3R fOr W U= geid o
aTEdT § b AT a1 H S a T arg 81 T 2 | The

assimilative capacity of Yamuna water has been seriously

degenerated and eroded. &1 IV UM & oIy UMl o &,
g & oIy Uil o €, <fdT aael 3§ S99 FerT IR agl
STeld € | 519 I8 81T §, 1 regardless of the relaxed norms of
BOD, theregenerativeand assmilative capacity of Yamunaislog;
the Yamunalosesall itsstrength. Thisiswhat ishappening iR
59 Qe H P BRATS 78 81 %8l 7, I8 H 9gd UreT & A1
YA HEAT =TI |

9 dae ¥ 989 Al BT ggur

A A S, q31 AU JGAT & N H 4-5 g9 A
AT Y8 & AR H = b Y I8 IR <31, A5 984
HUT BRI | MY SRT Ge1 I8 G b 31T T THAT DI THIS
R b U @ U 2 3R SHBT a1 ol (el 27 I8
H MUY SAFERI W Al @l g | AR SUFHTafc S,
3ITST 9 9T BT 98 Aeardd = fob gAR gUH dIc =, facel
Bl PIC -1 TAT SATBIEIG BTg DI - 391 984 intervene fbar
g1 HS TASHAAG. T 59 IR § 3w M By g o9
Centre for Science and Environment <@dr g, ol gsi geirdm
ARTIOT ST BT AT PR DI $BT Bl ©, dIfdh Iai
9gd 31287 B fhar B | Adl 7 /8T &M far 81 7 garad
3R AYRT A BRI I HRAT H R 67 AR SABIA I
@ g H e U 8 dIfd AT W6 81| 99 I8 Sl
B el 8, BIC Bl Urel & SR TASISNS o el &, df I8
WARHR D1 A1 GreT BIFI =SV | 37Tl Hoe § I8 Sl =4l &
&1 B, A1 89 I8 I YISl BT UHSIPRY IR I &, dMh BIg
T (Rhel, IS FaE el | galory, 89 ™Y I |aTdl
SR oAl ATedl | A, H31 Sfl, faeell, B8Rm0, SRy,
HRT A1fe SHTEl # e industrial units® RIctTh BRarg &
TS B, g B MU AT AreA? fIRY wY | MY HRIGHETS,
e SR YT B R H ga1g, St b sRarom 7 377 € |
31 effective dHRATg @ d1d 91y, Rt notional AT 3R &
I WR 81 | H e 91 3R ST <R3 fob JRT IR garad
& foU e e a1 faRIY AT 87 HYRT IR gaTad
AR & Smeafid TRART & U@ &g & | o I 3R
W & 9T 4RA BT HoUAT 8l Bl ST ADhdl & BT DI
DT JaTa 3R HRT & ST &1 Bl ST Hebell, Tl HRT AR
T DI BT I & (97 81 DI ST Aebell, Rifh TG
ST A1 STad ©, O™ Taed &l udd 1 HT Bl AleTrsii &
el Sfidd & SR ST A1 F1 8lel o1 fdr 8, I8 &v
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MU ST AT 27 MY BRI UTST Bl FAfIY, 59 <91 &l
9ISt BT FARNY 3R 39 Hal @ W & |Afg | gafer,
HRT IR garae & IR H IMUST FT RSPV &, ORI I8
ERIENE

A HAT Sfl, 91 U 3fhsT HebTa b fIeell 3 e
54 ¥ 67 PHRI$ HUY U fheiriier 997 76 R @d 6y 2|
Hon. Minister, would you kindly take note of my speech?dr 3dd>
S IR QaRM H— 1, T YR - 2, JAT YR
W= 1 AR IHAT TRM WH— 2 8, a1 &1 Ig1 Rargad
&1 W ®Ig F 27 Itishightimethat instead of Action Plan |
and I, thereisatrangparent, committed revival planfor Yamuna?
I BH IMMU ST AT iR S Qe # &9 iudT Arfeed
TR ST T8 | g3l Aed & fd I8 gdR &g Al & 9
9ISt & 3R 9 onfl dre aret €|

HETed, d H 31U B a1t T & Hder H wHEAr A
2| T 9 < B SIFamIAl 8 3R H 39 # qaran &
&H T Bl HI—@wy Yol & | § IS A A g | Tb T
9 § g1 o, @5 519 | §H YAl @ °I¢ WR S o, a5 g9R
SRT 9T I— FBT R qIRG 918 91 93 5— b T &1 urit
AT 2, e 3R auf Bl <1, a W 98 url it dsdl
TE | 9 A T & aN H I8 gRON o1 | ST W g H
T R Fell T 2, SFHT DI -8 fdhall Hex g =all
AT ®, Cifdhs] HER w3 SN, g31 O 9 S T 579 Ao
gaT foh i @t S 10 SfuRe dfgcs Ravd &, S+ 71717 31
TR B | B T DI A8 BT G T E? A Siaari
TR BT AT &) e ugfid Afedt # v @) Her < 7 I8
PI—AT 3G 89 91 X8 57 Ul 7ol Sil 29 eI a4
TR W ORI B, 23 FAM ¢ B § POl &, 40 BIC WS
I DT 40 PRIS AMETT IEAT BT AR SI&T 20 AR ANT IS

11 e # 98 ¢ Al B ugyor

M B B, T 3151 I8 T 1 Bl Fad Ugfud -1al 27
Ig gAR forg 98d diel &1 91d 7 |

HY S B BRI B, A gar = e saw ufa e 1.
3 faferae Adst I §, 819 ST 3fidel fdhaT &, I8 &4
THST Db B | SUH BH 39 Ar g9Ifad & B, oife sAN
ST RS €, 9 W 99 SR 9gd gifad g8 € | g3 99U
D 91T IS & fh S AHT YeT & MU | s BRI ddb
Sifewd 3 741 # fewrs gt o, <Ifehe 3@ 77T @F Sifed
< B & & MR e wR g+ g8 B | SHD forw muer Y
T Rl HRIGH FATT TS, T8 D! AeH o, Fiifdh MY
I AT @7 73 € | IR | O Fer § ok B8R & R,
gRER ¥ FHdel H 31l & | &l df 1917 R Y 31 g, <ifdd
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"The Ganga, especially, istheriver of India, beloved of her
people, round which areintertwined her memories, her hopes
and fears, her songsof triumph, her victoriesand her defeats, She
hasbeen asymbol of India'sagelong cultureand civilisation, ever
changing, evenflowing and yet ever the same Ganga'

H 8% Sl 4 T 3R S8 for &

"The Ganges, aboveall, istheriver of Indiawhich hasheld
India's hearts captive and drawn uncounted millionsto her banks
since the dawn of history- The story of the Ganges, from her

sourceto the seg, isthestory of Indiascivilisation and culture.”
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I H g gl AT | F-T AlChR, 1 A DI HA AU Th
WY W U T | S H T b 79 Bl ArareT Ud
TE T, I8 TP AT B A ST | B gerTd Remad
A HUR IS B 11891 WIMGF BT AMBY AR AT PI T(aT
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AT | STel @1 e BIT 8, 9 91 & 'R H B
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I8 WRT FIA UgT JaTerdl & | H g aredi g b Ifd 2qdx
St 1184 Eeed & fog om g¢ | Ry T € T8l dfed
fBged @1 AR Afedl & foU U U1 I A1 =mfey |
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M@l @ d19 U IR Jad &R BT I8 Yo TR
T o1 2 | $9 GolawR & forg # $¥eR, 3Mus], TARNI =13,
TRl Ue 3179 3! Bl <1l Ud gg—aa dI AW, G FHAT
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"The Ganges, aboveall, istheriver of India, which hasheld
India's heart captive and drawn uncounted millionsto her banks
sincethedawn of history- Thestory of Ganges, from her source
tothe sea, from old timesto new, isthestory of Indiascivilization
and culture.”
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57 e # 98 ¢ Al B ugyor

Action Plan 5idetd GAP, 3iR TI9T 4g¥9T & dre | 1 U 1
2| BIR ST ¥ 28 HHRAfE € S BRadT | T AER
& 419 Tl 8, T8l WR I @ 9819 & BRI ddheilhi d &
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T Fad 8 | Rfl A1 B9 & foTU ST ATAT # ST BTl T o],
R 10 FgAD ol JUI. & 2Ry H Bl 1@, faeell &1
2T T o, 3R BIST ST, 1 39T BOD &1 g Rerfay
T8l B, d9 IEH offadio el a9 I Siig—sig 9
SHfad <&d |

safery § SRAHT & WY AT 9161 BT I=are <1 18]
g, ST 31gar WR Ig Sfialar Il | T qrdT Srafeherd
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Destructionof river dangerous
to country: M.RamaJois

r. Deputy Chairman, Sir, itisavery important issue.

Bhartiyaculturehasgiven asacred placefor riversfrom
timesimmemorial. Most of therishyashramaswerelocated on
the banksof therivers. Similarly, many placesof pilgrimageare
alsolocated onthe banksof therivers. Morethan that, therivers
have maintained our national integration. For example, bothin
Pratah-Smaran andin al sacred functions, thereisariver hyme:

T Ry AR 9 I METAR) e,

Jufl MR @ %oy, | A TSd AT |

BHIRNT BIUT I AT,

ATl STl |ffe i | |

In every day Pratah-Smaran, werecite theseriver hymns.
When peoplego for adipin Gangaor Tunga, they forget their
caste, their religion, everything. So, therivershave maintained
nationd integration.

Secondly, polluting riversor even atank hasbeen considered
asan offence. Now, the Supreme Court has said that the polluter
should be punished. Thisiswhat the Katyayana Smriti says.

TeTdraai e faarerq |

e TR  SUsdyadTEaH | |

A person who pollutes either atank or ariver should be
punished hasbeentheearliest provison contained intheK atyayana
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Smriti. Then, unfortunately, theindustriesare polluting the pure
rivers. Jawaharld Nehruhad said, "Industriaiseor perish”. Now,
thestuationis, 'Industridiseand perish'! That iswhat hashagppened.
| remember, when | wasthe Judge of the KarnatakaHigh Court,
Tungariver was being polluted by industry. | don't want to name
theindustry. They were polluting theriver. Thousands of fishes
died. Therefore, aPIL camebefore the Karnataka High Court.
The complaint wasthat though therewasaplant for purifying the
effluent beforedischargeinto theriver, they were doing that only
during day time. During the night time, they used to stop doing
that in order to save the el ectricity and to avoid payment. So,
theseindustries have been responsiblefor polluting rivers. More
thanthis, inmogt of the places, municipalitiesa so discharge guitter
water intotheriversand, asaresult, riversarebeing polluted. Sir,
theriversareof utmost importancefor agriculture, for food and
also for our economy. It hasbeen important evenin politics. For
instance, inancient India, for coronation of anemperor, river water
used to be brought and coronation was performed. Then, it was
considered that theriver water wasremoving thedirt of not only
the body but also of the mind. People go, take bath and say that
their snsareover. Adishankarawho cameadl theway fromKerda
to Yamunawasagreat poet aso. He composed "Yamunashtaka.
| don't want to read that, but the most important prayer he
composed was: “gAIg H F Hel dicigafa-l ¥aT | "Yamuna,
please remove the dirt from my mind". That has been the
importancegiventotherivers. Infact, in Supreme Court, thereis
areferenceto aletter written hundred years ago by aChief of
Seattleto the Chief of Washington who wanted to purchase his
land. Hesaid, "How can you buy or sell the sky, thewarmth of the
land? Theideaisstrangeto us. If we do not own thefreshness of
theair and the sparkle of thewater, how can " Thisshining water
movesinthestreamsandriversarenot just water but the blood of
our ancestors. Theriversareour brothers. They quench our thirst.
Theriverscarry our canoes, and feed our children." Thiswas
guoted inthe SachidanandaPandey's case by the Supreme Court
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asfar asriversare concerned anditsimportanceto us. Therefore,
thepollution of riversisan offenceagaing thenationitsdf. It should
be prevented. Theleather industry in Kanpur was polluting the
Ganga. Some three years back in Supreme Court Justice
Venkataramiah passed an order for stopping theflow of effluents
into the river. Of course, that one thing has been done. It is
continuing. Part IV of the Constitution has been added inwhich
protection of environment isoneof thefundamenta dutiesof every
individud.

Therefore, therivershave great importance not only for our
culturebut for theintegration of the society and aso theeconomy.
Thereisafamoussaying, & Ta gar gf+ et erfer <fere: If
dharmaisdestroyed, asaresult, you will bedestroyed. Therefore,
don't destroy dharma. | make the same thing. “AIfe=ir Ta &dr

gf= AT féra féra:” If you destroy theriver, inturn wewill
be destroyed because the entire Gangetic plain will become a
desert. Where shall have weto go? Therefore, it is of utmost
importance and the duty not only for the Government but for every
citizen to protect not only the Gangabut all therivers. Some of
them have been named inthe Pratah-Smaranwhich | have quoted.
Recently, I had beento Ujjain. Ujjainisonthe banksof the Shipra
River. Itisagainthemost sacredriver.

Therefore, fromall pointsof view, the protection of theriver
isinthenationd interest; anditsdestruction will bevery dangerous

tothecountry.m
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Programmes to control pollution have
not yield results : Prasanta Chatterjee

S;, both the major rivers, the Gangaand the Yamuna, are
ol luted. Some stretches are not even fit for bathing.
Despite huge spending on GangaAction Plan (GAP1 and GAP
I1) and onYamunaAction Plans| and 1, thedesired resultscould
not beachieved. It isamatter of grave concern that Yamuna, on
Delhi side, which was once described a lifeline of the city,
particularly Delhi, hastoday become one of the darkest riversin
the country. And, everybody should redlizethat becausetherivers
running through thecitiesand the metropoliscould havebeenthe
symbol of progress. In many countries, wefind that. But, in our
country, thisisthe situation. What can we expect?According to
thelatest CensusReport, alarge number of peoplearenot having
toiletsintheir houses. So, dl that human wasteiscoming tothe
riversthroughrains. Itisnot the question of GangaAction Plan
only, but thestuation all over the country alsoisquite apathetic.
Inhow many citiesof thecountry doyou havethedisposa grounds?
L eave aside the scientific disposal system, even the disposal
groundsare absent in most of the cities. So, thisisthe situation.
TheMinister of Urban Development washere.

Anyway, Sit, | had been aMember of the Public Accounts
Committee under Shri ButaSingh. And, then, we had travelled
many of the Gangastretches. Of course, | could not go to Patna.
But theteam had gonethere. | travelled up to Banarasand Kanpur.
| visited many placesand | found avery horrible picturethere.
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Half-burn dead bodieswerefloating in the Ganges because the
€lectric crematorium wasnot running. It waswell in placethere,
but it was out of order. Even theelectric chargesare so high that
itisvery difficult for theloca bodiestorunit. Sincel also happen
to beamember of alocal body, it isvery painful that electric
crematoriums could not berun. Oneof the high-capacity sewage
trestment plantswascommissioned. But it could not berun because
the brickswerelying damaged. Itisstill not running. Now, some
further amount has been allocated under GangaAction Plan 1l
for repair works.

Sewage Treatment Plant isthere, but itisnot functioning. Half-
burnt dead bodies arefloating there. So, scientific temperament
will also haveto bebrought in. Thedisposal groundsat theriver
have becomethedisposa groundsof the solid waste. Dumping of
Municipa waste is taking place there. Thereislack of civic
awareness. Tannery waste, every industrial waste, untreated
waters, etc., have spoiled the Ganga, the Yamunaand other rivers
also. So, thisisthe situation. Sir, | mentioned about theirregular
power supply and high maintenance cost. That isan adminidtrative
falure. Thereiseven no regular monitoring. So, itisneeded there.
Greater monitoring, enforcement of expanded coverageby Centra
and State Pollution Control Boards are all the things that are
necessary to tacklethisproblem. Sir, onthe Yamunariver alone,
we have spent about Rs.5,000 crores. In Phase-111, itisRs.1,656
crores. At Wazirabad and Okhla, itiscritically polluted. It has
been said by many that it isapoisonousriver. Sir, asfar asthe
Gangaisconcerned, in Kanpur and Trighat in Uttar Pradesh and
inWest Bengal, from Dakshineswar to Garden Reach, it exceeds
thecriterialimit with respect to B.O.D. | do not want to mention
the figures here. In spite of the two Acts that we have, the
Environment Act and the Water ( Prevention and Control) Act,
1974, thisisthestuation. Sir, the Central Pollution Control Board
hasidentified 764 stationsin five States, out of which 387 have
beeningpected. What istheactiontaken? Thehon. Minister should
tell us. Out of 764 monitoring stations, they haveinspected only
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387. During the Kumbh Mela, we haveread in the papers, how
the situation was dealt. Many of the factories had to be closed.
Sir, TheGanga, practicdly, servesamost haf of thepopulation. It
has now become a cause of cancer with heavy metals and
chemicasfoundinYamunaandthe Ganga. Thus, the programmes
to control pollution of riversand lakesin Indiahave not achieved
the desired results. There was paucity of network for tracking
pollution of rivers, lakesand groundwater astherewereinadequate
number of monitoring stations, no real-time monitoring of water
quality wastaking place and the dataon water quality had not
been di sseminated adequatel y. Assuch, monitoring of programmes
wasinadequate which pointsto weak river cleaning, and control
of pollution programmes for our polluted rivers are being
implemented since 1985. Sir, therearemany rivers. | don't want
tonameadl. Thereisalonglist, Godavari, Gomiti, etc. They continue
to be plagued by high levelsof organic pollution which causes
seriousillnesses. So, thisisthestuation, Sir. | would liketo mention
that floods occur inour country. Not only recharging of river but
also recharging of groundwater level isneeded during theflood
season particularly in many States.

Fundsavailablefor control and prevention of water pollution
and restoration of wholesomeness of water were not adequate.
Sir, I hopethe Government will answer all these points. All our
riversshould be properly dealt with. With thesefew words, Sir, |
conclude. m
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Resurrect Ganga and
Yamuna : K. Parasaran

r, my friend Prof. Swaminathan just stated that most of

heriversinthe country are polluted. Supreme Court PIL
on Ganga's pollution started before 1990 and with regard to
Yamunastartedin 1994. If you start fault finding, you will find
faultinsevera States, peoplein governance and peoplewho are
ingovernance at the Centre a so. That should not bethe purpose
now. Thepurposeis, having seentheground redlity, how wewish
togoabout itinthesituation. It isamatter of great anguish for
every citizen of thiscountry that the Ganges, the Yamunaand all
other riversshould havefallento such aplight. Theplight of the
Yamunain Delhi isamatter of shamefor all thecitizens. Whenit
entersDelhi at aplacecalled Pdlla, thereafter thelevel of oxygen
falsso muchthat by thetimeit leaves Delhi near Okhalabarrage,
the oxygen contentsintheYamunaarenil. Therefore, what falsin
theYamunaisnolonger H,O, but zeroH,O. Thisisthelevel to
which it has been brought about. The adverse consequences of
thishave been spoken by several hon. Members, | don't want to
repeat them. But one aspect has not been mentioned. The Delhi
MetroRail Corporationofficidsdamthat thear condition sysems
of trainsthat crossthe"dead" Yamunadaily and those parked at
YamunaBank Depotsarebadly damaged. Thetoxic gasesdamage
the coating of the AC system which, in turn, causes|eakage of
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coolant gas. Toxicfumes, includingammoniaand hydrogen sulfide,
emanating from the polluted water corrodesmetals. The condenser
system of 350 coacheson Line-111 of Dwarka-NoidaCity had to
berepaired andtaken careof. Thisistheleve towhichthepollution
hasreached.

Therefore, theimperative need isto remedy theproblem. To
remedy the problem, we haveto get over pollution caused by
untrested industrid dischargeand untreated sewagefrom domestic
usage. Withregard totheindustria untreated drainage, the people
in power should takedrastic action against thewrongdoers. The
Supreme Court, invarious ecology cases, has held the Polluter
PaysPrinciple. Therefore, thefirgt thing should bethat whoever is
respons blefor pollution should be suspended and only whenthe
pollution ceases, they should be restored. Proper assessment
should be made of damages caused by any of them, and, the
penaltiesshould belevied.

Apart fromit, when we cometo the domestic sewage, there
isillegal construction by builders. They should also be severely
dealt with and appropriate action should be taken against them
under therelevant laws. Itisnot that the availablelaws are not
aufficient. Therearelawsand sanctionsbut these arerequired to
be properly enforced. The next thingisabout the other domestic
sawage. There, we cannot blamethem. They are people below
the poverty line. They are poor people; they are illiterate,
uneducated people. Ashon. Member, Dr. M.S. Swaminathan,
rightly said, educationistheneed of the hour. For al thissewage
whichiscreated by them, thereisan easier cureand remedy than
with regard to what could be done of theindustrial waste? The
waste created by them -- of course, therewill be expenditure--
can be eradicated by modern use of microb technology. But we
cando nothingwith microb technology asfar asindustrial wasteis
concerned. Therefore, our first step must beto ensurethat industrid
wastagewhichisdrained into it hasto beimmediately stopped
and action should betaken. After that, we haveto take up other
drainage, for which we can resort to microb technology.
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Sir, today'stopic isthe most important topic because of the
reason that citiesareformed, civilizationsare devel oped around
therivers. Thedeve opment, whichwehavemadein Delhi around
thisriver, isoneof ruining theriver to the extent of leaving no
oxygeninit. Weared| awvarethat many grest citieshave deve oped
only around rivers, namely, London around Thames, Parisaround
Seine, Vienna around Danube, Moscow around
MaoskvaAlexandriaand Cairo around Nile. Wemust dl endeavour
to seethat Delhi and Yamunabecomeapridelikethat. Delhi is
built around Yamunaand wehave seenwhat itis. Kolkataisbuilt
around Hooghly, and, we are suffering due to the underground
water being very polluted. Thecity of Varanasi isbuilt around
Ganga. Sir, itistruethat thistopic hasthree aspects, religious,
secular and spiritud. Therefore, itisthe primary duty of everyone
toattend todl thosethree aspects. | will not minimizethereligious
aspect of it also. Both of them are two armsfor worship, and,
only whenthosetwo armsjoin, it becomesoneangd . Therefore,
itisour duty and under the Congtitution, we have been guaranteed
theright to practiseareligion, which hasalso been affected. So, it
ishigh timethat thosein charge of governance and those who
have got statutory powersshould put al their weight behind this.
Itisnot acase for anyoneto shift blame. Itisfor all othersto
cooperate and ensure that Ganga and Yamuna are restored to
their pride. After all, women have been the pride of thisnation.
Both of them are not merely women but both of them arewomen
God too.

TH AR IS A O <ddT: |

IAAR A YoI=] FAKAGAT: (B | |

Only whenwegivethe pride of placeto women and women
Gods, the country will prosper but if we do not give them the
prideof place, whatever effortsyou may makewill yield noresult,
and, will not bear any fruit. If it hasto befruitful, respect hasto be
given to these two holy mothers, Ganga and Yamuna, and,
immediate steps should be taken to cleanse them. | won't say
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‘clean’, | deliberately used theword 'cleanse becauseit occursin
biblicd trandationsas'resurrect’. The Supreme Court hasreferred
tothe Yamunaasadead/dyingriver.

Therefore, itisnomoreacaseof removingthedirt or cleansing
Yamuna. Itisacase of resurrection, and | hopethat processwill
start. Thank you very much, Mr. Deputy Chairman. m
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Time bound action plan
needed : Shashi Bhusan Behera

r, today, we arediscussing avery important and sendtive

'ssue pertaining to our country. Peopleof our country are
watching the discussion that we are having in thisHouse on the
pollution of riversinthe country, especidly, of the Gangaandthe
Yamuna, which arethetwo most important riversof North India
Sir, we havejust concluded the Maha Kumbh Melaand the
Shahi Snan, and aswasrightly mentioned by Shri Prasanta, for a
holy dip, croresof people gathered there. Thisisattached tothe
belief and sentiment of the people of thisnation. But what we
apprehendisthat the pollutantsinreligiousriverswill cause cancer.
So, wetook precautions, stopped theindustriesfor onemonth or
more than one month. Sir, this has become the scenario of this
country. Thisisthe gpprehens on of the peopleof thenationinthe
next Kumbh Mela, inthe next gathering. What will happen when
you haveaholy dipinthe Gangaand the Yamuna? Sir, so many
discussions have been heard. We are making statements about
these sadhus and sants. We are a so discussing mythology, epics
of mythology in this House. Sir, | am not narrating about
mythology, sadhusand sants. | am narrating about Ganga, Yamuna
and dl theother riversof the nation, thelife-saving aspect because
thisisthe importance we carry and for that we have so many
planslikethe GangaA ction Plan and the other nameslikethe
National GangaRiver BasisAuthority and GangaRiver Basin
Management Plans. Theseareall planswhich we started thirty
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years ago. What has happened now? What is the necessity of
having thisdiscussion after spending morethan Rs. 5000 crores
on Yamuna? Morethan Rs. 20,000 crores have been sanctioned
for thisand weareallocatingupto 1.1 billion dollarsfrom the
I nternationa World Bank loanfor this. What isthe use? Certainly,
we have mythological sentiments, sentimentsattached to nature.
We are attached to poetic aspect. We are attached to nature but
the very important aspect of saving Ganga, Yamunaand al other
riversof the country isalife-saving aspect. Sir, | amjust going
through so many saints of modern India. They aretheleaders,
statesmen, scientistsand medical doctors, and | angoing through
the sayingsor quotesof theirs. | am going through what Pandit
Jawaharla Nehrusaid onthis. Hesaid, "The Ganges, abovedl, is
theriver of Indiawhich hasheld Indiasheart captiveand drawn
uncounted millionsto her banks since the dawn of history. The
story of the Ganges, from her sourceto the sea, from old timesto
new, isthestory of Indiascivilisation and culture." We are not
proud of the present scenario. What isour present PrimeMinister,
Dr. Manmohan Singh's observation in April 20127 He said,
"Everyday about 2900 million litresof sewageisdischargedinto
themain stream of theriver Gangafrom municipa townslocated
alongitsbanks. Theexigtinginfrastructure hasacapacity to treat
only 1,200 million litres per day, leaving ahuge deficit.” Weare
lagging behind by another 50 per cent. So, what isthereal time
bound planfor it?1 am now quoting the previousMinister, Shri
JaramRamesh, in June2011, hesad, "Theobjectiveof theGanga
projectisthat by 2020 no municipa sawageand industrid effluent
will belet into theriver without treatment. With help from the
World Bank, we aretaking abig step forwardin achieving this
mission?' Sir, thisisalso adeclaration up to 2020. How far is
20207 Now, itis2013. So, what isthe time bound plan for the
coming seven years?1t must be made clear.

Madam, speaking about you, you said inAugust 2012, "The
levelsof bacterial contamination intermsof faecal coliformare
reported to beexceeding themaximum permissiblelimit a anumber
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of locations." You havefound these scientific deficienciesinthe
polluted waters. Now, what plan do you haveto cleanit? Please
tell us. Sir, theformer Deputy Prime Minister, Shri L.K. Advani,
inAugust 2011, had said, " A few dozen people dying in bomb
blastsin Indiabecomesbig newsworldwide, and rightly so, but
thetragic deaths of many peoplewho are dependent on Ganga
goes unnoticed even in India. We must changethis." Thisisa
heart touching statement of Advaniji. Thereislifeinriver waters.
Therearewater-borneanimals, fish, etc.

Sir, Shri Jaideep Biswas, Director of the Cancer Institute,
touched upon avery mg or aspect when he said very recently, in
October, 2012, "Various diseases are the consequence of years
of abuse." Sir, weare abusing the nature. Hefurther said, "Over
theyears, industriesaong theriver have been releasing harmful
effluentsinto theriver. The process of disposing off waste has
been arbitrary and unscientific. Theriver and thoselivingaongits
banksare paying apricefor thisindiscretion."

According to the Standing Committee on Environment and
Forests, onMay 18th, 2012, "Thequality of Gangawater isgoing
down day-by-day. In spite of the hugeinvestment under various
schemesand projects, pollution levelsin the Gangacontinueto
increase unabated.” Sir, | shall not quote the CAG Report, the
CalcuttaHigh Court and the Allahabad High Court here, all of
which have passed very adverseremarkson thefunctioning of the
Government in treating Ganga, Yamunaand other rivers. | am
only wondering what you aregoing to planfor this, whether the
Government isready to supply bottled water, drinking water to
the peopleliving below the poverty line, the common people, like
you havebeen givingthemriceat Rs. 2 akilo. Hasthe Government
been thinking ontheselines...

S0, let the Government clarify what itsthinking onthe matter
is. The Government must come out with atime-bound action plan.
Thank you, Sir. m
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Expecting anything from this government
IS meaningless : Dr. V. Maitreyan

r, Gangaand Yamunaare not s mply wordsdenoting the
ames of certainrivers, rather, they represent the Indian
ethos. spiritudity and culture, and they signify sanctity, piety and
reverence par excellence for millions of people who repose
immensefaith and have unfathomabl e devotionto them. Religious
and spiritual sgnificance apart, weall know that thesetworrivers
provide sustenanceto millions of peopleintermsof water. food
and other numerousbenefitsliving dong thebanksof theserivers.
Undisputedly. Gangaisoneof themost sacredriversintheworld.
A dipinthe Gangaisthe cherished ambition of millionsof people
inthiscountry. OncethePatit Pavini - theprovider of emancipation
to the sinned -- the Ganga herself hasfallenavictimto various
formsof pollution and environmental degradation, to such anextent
that some of itsstretcheshave becomeunfit evenfor bathing. Itis
amatter of shame because natural resourcesincluding our rivers
areagift of natureinherited by our predecessors, passed on to
us, and it isour bounden duty that we pass on theseresourcesin
their hedlthy stateto our posterity. But theway we are handling,
or, rather mishandling, | don't think wewill beableto do that.
Now, let us see what we have done to our major rivers,
specificdly Gangaand Yamuna.
Theholy Gangaof the past isfast turning into a poisonous
river.
As per arecent study conducted by the National Cancer
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Registry Programmeof the Indian Council of Medical Research,
theholy Gangaisfull of pollutants, heavy metalssuch asarsenic,
chloride, fluoride, etc., and letha chemical sthat cause cancer and
thosewho areliving alongitsbanks, particularly, inthe Eastern
Uttar Pradesh, theflood plains or Bengal and Bihar, are more
prone to cancer than other parts of the country. Cancer of the
gall-bladder, kidneys, esophagus, prostates, liver, urinary bladder
and skin are all found in these parts. Of every 10,000 people
surveyed, 450 men and 1,000 womenwerefound to bega lbladder
cancer patients. It isestimated that over 12,400 millionlitres per
day sewageisgenerated in the Gangabasin, out of which only
around 5,070 million litres per day get treated presently.
Approximately, 3,000 MLDsof sewageisdischarged into the
maingream of theRiver Gangafromthe Class-| and Class-|| towns
alonelocated a ong the banks, against which treatment capacity
of about 1,000 ML D hasbeen created till date. Therecklessand
relentlessdischargeof pollutantsintheriverbed fromtheindudtries,
mainly tanneries, distilleries, sugar mills, paper mills, etc., arethe
major contributorsof industria pollutionintheriver Ganga. Our
Vice-President Shri Hamid Ansari, speaking at a conference
organised by the Centrefor Science and Environment, madea
very relevant and thought-provoking comment which | wouldlike
to quote:

"Indian Citiesproduce nearly 40,000 million litres of sawage
per day, enough toirrigate 9 million hectaresand barely 20 per
cent of thisistreated.”

Hefurther said that the untreated waste water was seeping
intowater sourcesthereby creating aticking hedth bomb amongst
our people. Thishascomein TheTimesof India, dated 5thMarch,
2013. Water quaity monitoring carried out by reputed ingtitutions,
likethell T, Kanpur, indicatesthat thewater quality of theriver
Ganga, particularly, between Kannauj and Varanas iscritically
polluted intermsof key indicators, namely, biological oxygen
demand, dissolved oxygen and faecal coliforms. Asper Uttar
Pradesh pollution Control Board figures, collected by thesample
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taken from downstream river Ganga at Allahabad, dissolved
oxygenlevel is7.15mg. per litre, biological oxygendemandis
3.95mg. per litreand thelevel of faecal coliformsis 8,585 mg.
per litre which are much above the prescribed water quality
Standards.

Thewater quaity downstream Varanad isevenworse. Levels
of faecd coliformsupstream of Varanas arereportedtobeat as
high of 18,500 mg. per litre which go up to as high as 48,000
downstream Varanasi. Thelesssaid the better about Yamuna

Now, why dl thesethings are happening?1 would not gointo
thedetailsof the GangaAction Plan-1 and I1. The GangaAction
Plan, GAR, thereisabig gap inthe planning and implementation.
Ultimately, coming to the conclusion, | wouldliketo only say that
simple solutionswill not find favour with the UPA Government.
Very recently, one Ministry gpproached the Supreme Court against
theMinistry of Environment & Forestsand the PrimeMinister's
Officeexpressed concern by saying that environmenta laws had
ledto anew licencera under the UPA. All thisisjust to coerce
the Environment Ministry to toe the dictated terms of other
Ministries to give unfettered licences to destroy the natural
resources. TheMinistry of Environment and Forests, thecustodian,
the protector and the preserver of thenatural resourcesisaways
under fire. The fact remains that this Government is neither
interested in safeguarding the natural resources nor therights of
thepoor, but to ensurethat only oneparticular diteclassof people
progressand prosper. The poor of the country, infact, istheleast
priority areafor this Government and henceto expect anything
from thisGovernment for the protection and preservation of mgor
riversismeaningless. Thank you. m
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We should have GEP to moniter
the health of our country's
national assets : C.M. Ramesh

M r. Vice-Chairman, Sir, thank you for allowing meto
speak on the pollution of rivers. Ganga, Yamuna,
Godavari or Krishnain our country arenot just sourcesof life, but
they asorepresent faith and belief of millionsof Indianswho pray
and preach for mystical essence. It really painsmeto see how our
riversareturning into sewage canalsand becomingincreasingly
life-threatening. Sir, recently aconferencewasheld on sewage
and water issues organized by the Centre for Science and
Environment, which has been referred to just now by the hon.
Member, Shri Maitreyan.

With nearly 80 per cent of thisuntreated waste generated in
Indiaseepingintoitsrivers, lakesand ponds, it isturning thewater
sourcestoo polluted to use. Even other expertshave warned that
the country facesamore complicated challenge asthe process of
urbanizationwould till leavemillionsinthevillages, whowould
depend upon theriver and ground water systems.

Sir, | have gone through arecent survey conducted by 11
environmental activists, headed by aPadmashri winner, Dr. Anil
Joshi of an NGO called Himalayan Environmental Studies &
Conversation Organization, HESCO, who cycled 1800
kilometres, covered 24 rivers, and found that not asingleriver,
out of these 24, isfit enoughto even bathin. Every river ispolluted.
And, if wedo not contain pollutioninrivers, thereisboundto be
anecologica imbalance.

So, Sir, thefirst point | would submit for the consideration of

85 Debate in Parliament : Pollution of the rivers

thehon. Minigter istointroducean annud green measureby caling
it'GrossEnvironmenta Product'. Liketheway wehavethe GDP
to measure economic growth, we should d so have GEPto monitor
the health of our country'snatural assetsand their increase and
decrease which hasanimpact on the ecosystem of the country.

Sir, even after 28 years of GangaA ction Plan and spending
thousandsof croresof rupeesof public money, the statusof Ganga
hasnot changed much, rather it hasgonefrom bad to worse, even
further. The Government clamsthat it ismonitoring water quality
at 57 locations, has created 1100 ML D-capacity of Sewage
Treatment Plants, intercepting and diverting sewage, taking action
agang polluting units, etc.

But thereality isthat thewater quality of Ganga, right from
Gangotri to Diamond Harbour, itsBOD isbel ow the minimum
permissiblelevels. TheBOD isvery high, particularly at stretches
whereyou have tanneries, pulp and paper, sugar, distillery and
fertilizer industries. According to one survey conducted by the
National Cancer Registry Programme under Indian Council of
Medica Research, ICMR, Gangawater contains heavy metals
and chemicalsthat cause gall-bladder, kidney, food pipe, liver
cancer. Of every onelakh people surveyed, 20-25 people have
cancer dueto thispolluted water.

Sir, thehon. Minister ison record saying that it hasidentified
nearly 770 grossly polluting industriesinthe Stateswhere Ganga
isflowing, I think, under the National GangaRiver BasnAuthority.
| would like to know asto what action has been taken against
each of theseindustriesunder Water Pollution and Environmental
ProtectionActs? Now, after wasting thousandsof croresof rupees,
the Government hasgivenitsdf onemoredeadlineof making Ganga
pollution-free by theyear 2020. m

Debate in Parliament : Pollution of the rivers 86



All our rivers are under deep
distress : M.S. Swaminathan

shall bevery brief; makethree points. | think inthe Sixth

Five Year Plan, 1980-85, when | was in the Planning
Commission, athree-pronged strategy was devel oped to control
thisproblem, becausethe problemisman-made, and al manmade
problemshaveonly human solutions. That iswhy | am happy that
thisHouseisdiscussngit. Thefirg wasthe Himd ayan Ecosystem.
Many of theNGOscal themsdlves'SaveHimadayas, Save Ganga
becausethereisastrong relationship between theriversof the
Himaayas. TheHimaayan Ecosystemisindistressand it hasto
be restored. The Himalayan Eco-Development Plan was
developedfor thispurpose; | shal not gointothedetailsof it, but
they areavailable.

But it isvery important because the hydrologic cyclesare
very much related to the diametric Himal ayan ecosystem. M ost
of theproblemslikethedrying up of rivers, lessflow of water and
so on are related to upstream problem. The second is point
pollution. Point pollutionisone of the very important sources of
pollution. A mention hasbeen made by many speskersheregarting
from Shri Ravi Shankar Prasad. What happensisthat anenormous
amount of effluentsisdischarged. Thisisonewhichwecan control
by both technol ogy and regulation. Technology and regulaionwere
developedingreat detail during Shri Rgjiv Gandhi'stimeasthe
Prime Minister, a technocratic approach to the problem of
controlling point pollution. It can beonly done by regulation and
technology. The other non-point pollution to which you have not
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made areference can be controlled only by education and socia
mobilisation. For thispurposg, | had, at that timewhen | wasin-
charge of this, three different meetings. One was along the
Himalayas, from the Gangotri to the Sagar. There were at that
time 18 universities. Wehad ameeting of the Vice-Chancel lorsof
al theseuniversitiesand aso thestudent leaders. They werevery
enthusiadtic to participateinalongitudina programmenot for one
year or two years becausethe NSS peoplewill change, nationa
volunteerswill change. Now, theHimaayas-- thereisapublication
inthe Planning Commisson of thismeeting-- andtheUniversities
along them should be there because, | think, the educationis
important. The secondiswith religious|eadersof variouskinds.
We had ameeting at Varanas. They promised to doit. Thethird
onewaswiththelocd bodies. Now unlessyou concurrently attend
to the problem of both point pollution and non-point pollution, the
non-point pollution cannot be done by regulation alone; it hasto
bedoneby educationand socid mobilisation. Thatiswhy | request
the hon. Minister again to revive the programme of involving
univergties. At that time, therewere 18 univergtiesbut today there
must be 30 or 40 universities. They all have NSS, they have
volunteers. Thestudentsaremuchinterested inthisproblem. Also
thereligiousleadersin those regions haveto be associated and
locdl bodiesparticularly the Gram Sabhaswill haveto beinvolved.
Otherwise, wewill betaking endlesdy about thisproblem. We
spend croresand croresand | am sorry to say you will not have
any results. | amhgppy that the Centrefor Scienceand Environment
wasmentioned. | anthe Chairman of the CSE with SunitaNarayan
asour leader. Oneof our high priority areasismonitoring. | entirely
agreewith you that the Gangetic dol phin dueto the problems of
biodiversity of theriver areall in deep distress. All our riversare
under deep distress. That iswhy Jawaharla Nehru pointed out
that the Gangesistheriver of Indiabecauseit representsall the
glory and all the problemsof al therivers. But again | want to
conclude by saying that these are human made problems, they
have only man-made solutions. Thank you. m
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We are trying new and innovative
methods everyday : Jayanthi Natarajan

r. Deputy Chairman, Sir, firgtly, | wouldliketothank all

theMembersfor their participation. Sr, you havedready
donethat. Itisaprivilegefor me. | have been aMember of this
House. Thisismy fourthterm. Sir, itisthefirst debatethat | am
replyingtoasaMinister and | can't think of agreater honour or a
privilegethanto reply to the subject of the holy river Gangaand
the Yamuna, and to express also my concern and my complete
identification with the deep sentimentsthat have been expressed
by dl the hon. Members.

Sir, | heard each Member with rapt attention. | understand
and | wouldliketo straightaway assure Ravi Shankarji and al the
other hon. Memberswho have spokenthat | totally identify with
every singleemotion of theirs. | empathizewith their feelings. |
fedl thesameway about theriver Ganga, about theriver Yamuna,
about al theholy riversof our sacred country and | consider it my
duty, asthe Minister of Environment and Forests, to strain every
nerveto protect theserivers, to make them continueto beliving
rivers, to protect them from pollution. Because, | believe, Sir,
very strongly that thisearth, thisbeautiful country of ours, our
mountains, our forests, our riversare not something that we have
inherited from our ancestors, but something that we merely
borrowed from our children and weneed to hand it over tothem
inthevery samecondition, if not better, weinheritedit. That job,
wefaled miserably.

Sir, theriver Gangaiswovenintothevery tapestry, thefabric,
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theculture, theidentity, the history, thegeography, therdigion, the
ethos, the poetry and the economy of our country. Itisanintegral
part; asone of the speakerswho spokejust before mentioned,
every river has alittle bit of the Gangain it. The sentiments
associated withtheriver Cauvery, in Tamil Nadu, or withtheriver
Siang, asthe other hon. Member mentioned, are all the same
feelings that people associate with the holy river Ganga. The
religioussentimentsthat are attached to theriver Ganga, the poetry
that flowsfrom the Ganga, the deep fedlingsof aveand reverence
inspired by the Ganga, can't be exemplified in abetter way than
how the Maha Shivaratri concluded on the 10th March. Where
elseintheworld canthelargest ever of humans gathered? Ten
crore people had gathered on the banks of the Ganga, at the
Kumbh Mela. Where el se can you find that kind of reverence,
that kind of an attachment, that kind of commitment and that kind
of completeinter-twining of thelifeand economy, poetry, fedings
and religion of the peopleaswe canwith theriver Ganga? So, the
river Gangaand theriver Yamunaoccupy avery specid placein
our lives, inthelndian history. It isour sacred duty to keep them
flow clean; itistheexact leve at which werespect theriver Ganga
andtheriver Yamuna--the debateinthe Housetoday hasreflected
thesameheight, thesamelevel of excellence, the sameemotion
and thesamepassion.

Andfor that, | thank my hon. colleagues. Sir, theriver Ganga
covers, asweall know, 2525 square kilometresin length. From
Gomukh, it drains8,61,404 square kilometresin eleven States of
our country, intertwinethelivesof 448.3 million people. Fourteen
riversarepart of the Holy Ganga, and thereare so many legends
involving theriver Ganga, and how theriver Gangacameinto
being, the most important of whichisthefact that almost all these
legendsrelate to women and to the power of women. And, at the
outset, | wouldliketo start off fromwherethe other hon. Members
spokejust now, and say that it will certainly be my endeavour to
recommend to my leaders, to the Cabinet that just aswe havea
Commission to ensurethat thereare no atrocitiesaganst women,
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we should have aCommission to ensurethat there no atrocities
against theriver Gangaand against all themajor riversin our
country. We should haveaCommissionfor Rivers. | ansure, the
hon. Membersare aware, we have the Environment Protection
Act. TheEnvironment ProtectionAct isavery powerful Act. Itis
not redlly powerful enoughintermsof punishment. ItisanAct by
whichindustries can be closed down. Itisnot an Act which can
addresstheissuesof thekind that Prof. Swaminathan hasraised.
These are extremely fundamental issues of awareness of the
domestic sewage, of how the people who areliving along the
banksof river treat theriver; anditisnot something that will address
those issues. It is only an Act which will be directed against
industriesthat dischargetoxic effluentsinto theriver, andthat is
theAct under which we can take action against thoseindustries.
Similarly, thereistheWater Act. Asyou areall aware, water
isaState Subject. Thereisthe Water Act and theAir Act. The
State Governments havetheright, the State Governments have
theresponsibility toissue directionsunder the Water Act, under
theAir Act. However, Sir, | want to state categorically that the
timehasnow comefor usto understand that merely talking about
al theselegidationsissmply not enough. That isthereasonwhy |
said that we haveto ensureit. The National GangaRiver Basin
Authority isastatutory body. If Shri Rajiv Gandhi started the
GangaAction Planinthe80s, Dr. Manmohan Singh, Sir, set upin
2009, the National GangaRiver BasinAuthority, doing precisely
what the hon. Members spoke about just now, to ook at the
entireriver inaholistic manner, asariver basin, not tojust ook at
itaslittlepartsof alarger whole, and not just to examinetheissue
inan ad hocfashion. The National GangaRiver BasnAuthority
hasmet threetimes. It was set up in 2009. It has met threetimes
under the Chairmanship of the Prime Minister. Wehavemadea
commitment under the National GangaRiver Basin Authority to
ensurethat no untreated domestic sewagewill flow intoriver Ganga
after 2020, and we are making every effort to ensure that it
happens. However, Sir, despiteall that, still | believethatitis
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important that asamark of our respect, not only of our respect of
the placethat river Gangaholdsin our history, inour mythology, in
our religions, inour heartsand inour lives, but also asafact that
wemust preserve our most important river for posterity, that we
set up aCommission by which atrocitiesagainst theriver Ganga
will bededt with swiftly, withimmedi ate punishment, sothat people
committing those atrocitiesnever commit thoseatrocitiesagain.
Having said that, Sir, | want to add that | just mentioned about the
Kumbh. The Kumbh was over on 10th, on the Maha Shivratri.
My hon. friendsjust mentioned that the Government, the Chief
Minister, Shri Akhilesh Yadav, hastaken agreat deal of careto
ensurethat all the activitiesinvolving the Kumbh have gone of f
extremey well.

| would asoliketo say that for thelast one-and-a-half years,
thisGovernment has played itsrole; the UPA Government at the
Centre has played acommendable role in ensuring under the
directionsof the National GangaRiver Basin Authority, headed
by the hon. PrimeMinister. The Central Board for the Pollution
Control hasgoneand inspected. Thereare 761 grossly polluting
industriesall along the main stem of theriver Ganga. M ost of
theseindustrieswereingpected. Thereare 387. | havegot all the
detailsand in the course of my reply | will go back to refer to
those. Action hasbeentaken againg all those polluting industries.

The hon. Members mentioned that industrieswere closed
down. It wasnot assimple asthat. Strict action wastaken over
two years, one-and-a-half years to go and see to inspect the
industries and to take action agai nst those who are not complying
with norms. It was not aquestion of just going and closing and
seeing that those industries do not work any more. It was a
temporary measure. Now thoseindustrieswho have promised to
comply will reopen. However, we have shown that if we are
serious, if wearedetermined to seethat something can happen, it
can bedoneand it will bedone. Industrieshave a so understood
that. Therefore, | would liketo start first by saying that we must
givecredit tothefact that wewereableto move, dl of ustogether.
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Naturally, it could not have been possiblewithout the cooperation
of thelocal authoritiesof Allahabad and the Government of Uttar
Pradesh. But we must take credit for the fact that the National
GangaRiver Basin Authority movedinthisdirectionand if ten
crore peoplewereableto batheat the holy Sangmam at Allahabad,
| believe, that it is possibleto make surethat the River Gangais
cleaned by 2020. That isthe hope| ask you to sharewith meand
togoforward inthisjourney. Itismy responsibility and duty to
reply to al the questionsthat you haveraised. Thefirstissuel
would liketo addressisthis, and we must first remember that all
thehon. Membershave said repeatedly that where hasthe money
gone. | am going to read out the details where the money has
gone. | am not holding abrief for anybody. | am not saying that
every singlerupee of that money was spent well. | only want to
say onethingfirstand, that is, if all thishad not been done, if the
GangaAdction Plan-1 and GangaAction Plan-11 had not been
implemented, if it had not been done, if the YamunaAction Plan-
I, YamunaAction Plan-11 and YamunaAction Plan-111 had not
been implemented, the situation would have been much, much
worse. | think whatever we have done, we have doneagresat dea
asaresult of that. You must remember the biotic pressure, you
must remember that population hasincreased over theyears, you
must remember that moreand moreindustriesare coming up, you
must remember that 90 per cent of the water iswithdrawn for
agricultura purposes. First of al, wemust remember that if ariver
istobecleaned, theriver hastoflow. If theriver hastoflow, there
hasto bewater. If you are starting at Uttarkashi or Gomukh where
theriver sarts, right thereyou have Tehri Dam wherethewater is
impounded. Then you have 17 projectswhich arerun of river
projects. Certainly, thereisnodilution. Thenyou takeaway canals
for irrigation, you take away 90 per cent of thewater, and, then
you do not give anything back except drainage, you do not give
anything back except pesticides, you do not give anything back
exceptindudtrid and toxic effluents. Therefore, we must remember
that whatever work hasbeen carried out under the GangaAction
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PanandtheYamunaAction Plan, it hascontributed greetly towards
keepingthedituation, at leadt, a thisleve. If it had not, theStuation
would have been much worse. However, | would liketo freely
concedein thisHousethat we could have done much better. We
can awaysdo much better. We haveto learn from our mistakes.
Thisisajoint endeavour. After dl, thisissomething that hasto be
a joint endeavour of the Central Government, the State
Governmentsand of theurbanlocal bodies. Beforel read out the
figures, which | will doinoneminute, themainissueisthat, asa
Minister, when | gothere, | seeall themoney isspent on setting
up sewagetreatment facilities. The sawagetreatment facilitiesare
set up; you have asawagetreatment plant whichislikeamuseum.

But in the urban local bodies, none of the sewages are
connectedtoit. So, itisamuseum. It does not work. If some of
the sewages are connectedto it, then, thereisno electricity to
makeit work. Therefore, the sewageisnot treated. Itissimply
discharged into theriver. Only 20 per cent of the effluent, which
goesinto the Ganga, isfrom theindustries, which, of course, is
highly toxic, asal thehon. Membershave mentioned. Itishighly
condemnable and thoseindustries should be shut down. But the
rest of the pollution comesfrom the domestic untreated wastes,
fromall thetowns- classl, classll. All of you have mentioned
about theamount of sewage generated and theamount of capacity
created. Itisfunded by theWorld Bank. The Centrad Government
fundsit on a70:30 basis, except for the North-East, whichis
doneon 90:10 basis. The State Governments say that they can't
even pay for operation and maintenance.

The Centrd Government hasagreed for fiveyearsof operation
and maintenance cost also. However, there hasto beagenuine
partnership between the Central Government and the State
Governments. We can give you the money. But that sewage
treatment plant hasto be connected to sewage. The staff, who
areover there, hasto betrained to operateit properly. The urban
local body, whichisover there, hasto ensure that the sewage
treatment plant works. Unlessthisis not done, that sewageis

Debate in Parliament : Pollution of the rivers 94



going to flow into theriver. And, that river isgoing to be highly
polluted, leading tothe BOD, which you talked about; no dissolved
oxygen at al; fecd coliformat impossiblelevels. Itisashame. |
too am ashamed of it, asmuch asyou are. Yet, thisisaproblem
that al of ushavetojointogether and face. And, itisexactly what
Mr. Swaminathan said, "It isaquestion of awareness'. Itisour
young children who should go out and stop thisfrom happening.
Itisour spiritual leaderswho should go out and stop thisand tell
peopleand influencethem to stop thisfrom happening. Thisisthe
urbanlocal bodieswho should wakeup and do their duty, so that
the peoplewho elect them into office should throw them out of
officeif those sewage plants are not working any more. Yes,
engineers are also responsible. Why do we create a sewage
treatment plant when the sewage are not connected?

L et mecometo thenext problem. | have, now, found out, just
beforethisdebate, from my reading andin my Ministry, that we,
in Delhi, particularly in the Yamuna, have asystem where - of
course, asyou know for 22 kilometresthereisabsol utely no water
after Wazirabad - there are 22 drains into the Yamuna. So,
obvioudy, the Yamuna, in Delhi, isnothing but astinking sewer.
Thisisashameof our Capitd. But | want to add, what happensat
the sawagetreatment plants. | havegot areport from the Pollution
Control Board. Thisiswhat wearegoing to submit to the Supreme
Court today. What doesit say?| am not blaming thisGovernment
or that your Government. | am not asking what did you do when
youwerein Governmen?. It doesnot matter. | think, today'sdebate
ismuch higher than that. | want to tell you what the problemis.
Theproblemis, our designshave been created in such away that
itistreated at one sewage treatment plant upstream, then, the
treated effluent is allowed to come out into the drain and mix
again with the drainage. Then, it goes out to the next sewage
treatment plant. Thewholethingistreated again and, then, it again
comesout asdrainage. Then, it finally goesintotheriver. So, the
sawagethat hasbeentreated for four timesin four sawagetrestment
plants, paid out of your money and mine, contributestotheYamuna
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only the sewage. So, what should we do?We need to find new
ideas. We now havethe designs. We have the money. We have
spent the money. We have built the sewage treatment plants, of
course, not full capacity. We still need to build more. We are
certainly not usng al our sawagetrestment plantstofull capacity.
So, what do we need to do? We need to find new solutions. |
need to makelaws. | want to ensure, through the National Ganga
River BasinAuthority; through my colleaguesinthe Government,
that oncethiswater istreated, once thiswaste water istreated,
and onceit comesout astreated effluent, it should not bealowed
togoback into adrain; it should be used for someother purpose,
maybe, in agarden, maybe, for some other purposewhichisnot
connected with food.

However, it should be made mandatory that it does not go
back aseffluent. Remember one morething. One hon. Member
mentioned how water-richwearein Delhi, whenwearetaking
about the Yamuna. About 220 litresiswhat an averagepersonin
Delhi usesper capita. Evenin Denmark, they uselessthan 200
litres. A country like Denmark isnot only rich but also has so
much of water. The reason | mention it is, it costs the Delhi
Government Rs.8.60/- to supply thousand litres of water, but we
pay only Rs.2. 60/- for that thousand litres of water. But that is
not the point. Thepoint is, having taken thiswater, we generate
wastewater. Morewastewater isgenerated. Therefore, theflush
inyour toilet, thewash basininyour toiletisdirectly connected to
the sewer, that is, the River Ganga. Thisissomething that every
citizen of Delhi hasto understand. It isnot aproblem. | am not
passing the buck. Wewill carry out our duties. Wewill carry out
our responsibilities. | stand responsible, aslong asl am here, for
whatever job the Government must do. But | want to point out
that thisisanissuewhichisfar beyond what any Government can
do. Thisisanissuewherethe State Government hasto cooperate
to ensurethat that Sewage Treatment Plant getsd ectricity. Maybe,
they can generate el ectricity from thewaste, so that the Sewage
Treatment Plant getsthe electricity. The urban local body hasto
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make surethat the peoplewho operateit aretrained. The urban
local body hasto make sure also that that effluent isnot sent back
into thesamedrain. That urban local body hasto make surethat
the people who are discharging toxic effluentsinto theriver are
punished immediately with swift deterrent effect. InAllahabad,
oneof thethingsthat wetried wasnot just the classic treatment of
Sewage Treatment Plant that we are talking about, but bio-
remediation, something that isreally cheap. Plantsdestroy dl the
wastein thewater and then clean the water. All these methods
were a so explored at the sametime. Thetimenow hascomefor
innovation aswell. All of ushavetofirst remember not towaste
water. Water is going to be the wars of the future. Shivanand
Tiwariji wastalking about some other issues. Yes, if you have
hydro-power projects, if you have dams, if you have power
projectsthat stop theriver water from flowing, theriver isgoing
to bepolluted. Thisisthejudgement call that al of ushavetotake
inavery responsblecapacity. Itisnot something that oneindividud
or one Government can, possibly, beresponsiblefor. Thereisno
comparison, for example, between, Arunacha Pradesh, which
has 82 per cent forest cover, and Punjab, which hasmuch less,
may be, 18 or 19 per cent. So, how can we say that the same
lawsof forest should be gpplied toArunacha Pradesh and Punjab?
The people of Arunachal Pradesh want electricity. They want
development. As Tarun Vijayji was mentioning -- heisfrom
Uttrakhand -- they want el ectricity very badly. ThisGovernment
has closed down three damsat great | oss, including one power
project, including one of NTPC, which is a public sector
undertaking-- Lohari Nagpaa, Bhairon Ghati, PdaManeri-- only
becausetheaviral dharaof Gangashould flow. That the River
Gangashould flow. This Government has bowed to the demand
of environmentalistsand closed down these three damsmuch to
theanger of peoplewho want that energy. So, isit development?
Isitenvironment?| think thetimehascomefor usto calculatethe
ecological costs, as mentioned, to make surethat we do not take
our environment, our riversto such astate that they cannot be
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regenerated any more. That is my mandate as Minister for
Environment and | will ensurethat that mandateiscarried out.

L et me cometo the specifics. | think, Ravi Shankarji was
asking, asfar astheriver Yamunaisconcerned, asyou areaware,
it passesbadicdly through apredominantly agriculturd area There
arenot that many industriesthere. But, despitethat, 129 units,
without effluent treatment plants, have been closed down by the
Haryana State Pollution Control Board. Six ditillerieswhichwere
dischargingintheriver Yamunawereforced to convert to zero
liquid discharge. Closure orderswereissued to 25 industriesin
Uttar Pradesh by the U.P. Pollution Control Board. Thesewere
theactionstaken againgt the polluting industries.

Asfar asthe Gangaisconcerned, asl said, therewere 761
grossly polluting industries, and we took action against 387.
Directions were issued under Section 5 of the Environment
Protection Actto 19 distilleries, 4 sugar plants, 7 pul p and paper,
93 tanning and one chemical plant. Then, directionswereissued
under the Water Act aswell; letterswereissued for compliance
and action isunder process, and some were closed down. So,
very strict action was taken against all these industries, 387
industries, which ensured that during the Mahakumbh, it was
possiblefor ustodothis.

Now, you were asking about what isthe kind of work that is
being done, wheredid themoney go. First of dl, | want totell you
that the Nationd GangaRiver BasnAuthority hasnow adopted a
town-centric approach instead of aholistic river basin approach,
and theincreasing gap - all of you talked about the gap - of the
requirement of sewagetreatment infrastructure and theactual

pollution load being tackled is not just due to inadequate
financial resourcesa one but wea so found that thereisalack of
coordination between the various agencies that | just now
mentioned. Thereisalso ashortage of skilled manpower that |
had mentioned; itisalso dueto erratic power supply and lack of
involvement of civil society; that too | mentioned.

Then, the projectswhich are being done areasfollows. We
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have created trestment capacity in Uttarakhand in the Ganga of
18MLD inClassl citiesand in Class|| citiesof Uttarakhand,
6.30 MLD; in Uttar Pradesh, 460.80 MLD in Classl cities- all
sewagetreatment plants- andin Class|| cities, 8.10 MLD; in
Bihar, 165.20 MLD in Class| citiesand in class 2 cities 4.20
MLD; inWest Bengdl, 548.40 MLD inClassl cities, and nonein
theClassl| cities.

Then, the other pollution abatement worksthat we aretaking
up areinterception and diversion works. Actudly, thosewho are
agitating are demanding that there should be an aternate cand so
that the effluent istaken away dong the canal. Instead of that, the
engineers are proposing interception and diversion works to
capturetheraw sewageflowinginto theriver. | mentioned about
the sewage treatment plants. We are al so working on low cost
sanitation worksto prevent open defecation onriver banks. Then,
there are electric crematoria, improved wood crematoria, to
conservethe use of wood and hel pin ensuring proper cremation
of bodiesbrought to the burning ghat. Then, wehave River Front
Development Works. One of the Members asked if we were
doingit. We areworking on River Front Development Works
suchasimprovement of the bathing ghats, etc., and other measures
like plantation, public awareness, and so on. If youwant the status
of the actual projects of the Ganga, in Uttarakhand, we have
completed 15 projectsin 11 towns. | haveaready said asto how
much sewagetreatment plant capacity we have created. In Uttar
Pradesh, we have completed 7 projectsin 5 towns; in Bihar, 4
projectsin 4 towns; in West Bengal, 27 projectsin 23 towns.

WEell, Tarunji, | think, as| said, thelevel of the debate has
been so high. You have every right to ask me. | would only appeal
to you and say that thisisthe money whichissanctioned by the
Centre. Thestaff isthat of the State.

ThisisaState Subject. If you ask me, | would put 'Rivers in
the Concurrent Ligt. Thisismy persond opinion. However, 'Rivers
isaState Subject and it istheresponsibility of the State and the
urban bodiesto actually create that capacity. Thisissomething
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that the State Government, whichever State Government itis, ought
to do. State-wise expenditure, if youwould likemeto say, isas
follows. For Uttarakhand, till 31.12.2012, for GAP-I, GAP-II
and NGRBA,, itisRs. 81.29 crores. For Uttar Pradesh, itisRs.
737.22 crores. For Bihar, itisRs. 98.71 crores. For Jharkhand,
itisRs. 0.25 crores. For West Bengdl, it isRs. 590.58 crores.
Thetotal isRs. 1,008.05 crores.

So, | would like to say that we have taken severa very
important measures. We also want to set up State River
Conservation Authoritiesso that in every State, theriver isthe
focus, detailed project guidelinesare properly drawn up and the
institutional mechanism for fast-track sanction and approval of
projects happens, so that the money isnot wasted and we do not
keep sitting over it. Project implementation, just like Tarunji
mentioned, should be monitored. Tripartite agreements between
the Centrd Government, thefunding agency, the Sate Government
and the urban local body should be signed. There should be
resource mobilization and there should bethird-party inspection
by independent institutionsfor al the new projects sanctioned
under theNGRBA,, and there should be GI Smapping of theentire
GangaBasin. So, thisiswith regard to the Ganga.

With regard to the Yamuna, | would liketo say, likel have
already mentioned, 21 townswere coveredin YamunaPhase-|,
implemented between 1993 and 2003; eight in Uttar Pradesh, 13
inHaryanaand Delhi. Thetownsare Saharanpur, Muzaffarnagar,
Ghaziabad, Noida, Vrindavan, Mathura, Agraand Etawahin Uttar
Pradesh. In Haryana, it is Yamunanagar, Jagadhari, Karnal,
Sonepat, Panipat, Gurgaon, Faridabad, Chirauli, Gharonda,
Guhana, Indri, Palwal and Rador.

Thenumber of schemessanctioned and completedislikethis.
The number of schemes sanctioned were 270 and the number of
schemes completed were 270, out of which, 146 werein Uttar
Pradesh, 111 in Haryanaand 12 in Delhi. The sewage treatment
capacity created inthe Yamunaunder Phase-l was 753.2 MLD.
Thetype of works completed wereinterception and diversion of
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Sewage Treatment Plantsand other new innovativeschemes. The
total expenditureincurred, including the share of the State, that is,
30 per cent, isRs. 703.10 crores. Under Phase-11 of theYamuna
Action Plan, the schemes sanctioned were 40, whilethe schemes
completed were 26. The Sewage Treatment Plant capacity created
was135MLD, 328.2 MLD for rehabilitation in Delhi and 54
MLD for new projectsinAgra. Other major workswhichremain
to bedoneare, 30.82 kilometres of rehabilitation of sewersin
Delhi, whichisthe most important task that isfacing ustoday
because of siltation of sewersin Delhi, 85.3 kilometreslaying of
new and rehabilitation of existing sewer linesin Agraand 73
kilometres of new sewer linesin six towns in Haryana. The
sanctioned cost isRs.722.89 crores.

Asfar asDehi isconcerned, asyou know, the YamunaAction
Planisasssted by J CA, whichisfrom the Government of Japan,
and theentire project of YamunaPhase 11 hasbeen approved at
an estimated cost of Rs.1656 crore. Thisisto beimplemented at
an 85:15 cost-sharing basi s between the Government of India
and the Government of NCT of Delhi inaperiod of sevenyears.
The proposed works under YAP-I11 at Delhi are, as | said,
rehabilitation, setting up of tertiary treatment facilities, construction
of anew Sewage Treatment Plant at Okhlaand rehabilitation of
sewer lines, public outreach activities.

In Haryana, two projects have been sanctioned for, moreor
less, the samereasonsin Panipat and Sonepat. Now, any other
detailsthat hon. Membersmay like, | would be honoured to share
withyouwhatever detailsyoulike. | only want to assureyou that
wetake our responsibility regarding the Gangaand the Yamuna
and every other river extremely serioudly, and | can assureyou
that to the best of our ability wewill not allow thosefundsto be
wasted. Wewill ensurethat fundsgo to theright placeand to the
right people. We are constantly thinking of new waysto make
surethat weddiver better results. Asl said, | believethat agreat
deal has been done, but agreat deal also remainsto be done. |
amnot shirking any respongibility, when | say that thisissomething
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that every citizen hasto beapart of an effort, that every citizen
hasto beapart of theactua implementation, whichisthat of the
Centre, the State and the urban local bodies. And | would liketo
conclude by once again thanking al the hon. Membersfor the
valuable guidancethat they have given me. And | wouldliketo
assureyouthat if wearefound deficient inany way, if thereisany
suggestion that you would like to give us and if you feel that
something could have been donein abetter way, we are more
than happy to come and listen to you and to implement those
suggestions because we aretrying new and innovative methods
every day.

Sir, 1 would liketo takethe second question first. | understand
very much the strong sentiments associated with VVrindavan and
Mathura, and | will personally assureyou that | will makeit my
responsibility to see what best can be done in Vrindavan and
Mathura Asfar astheYamunaisconcerned, | believethat weare
aready working towardsfinding new and innovativetechnology
toreducethepollution. However, asl sad, itisanissueof dilution;
there should bewater flowing. That issomethingwhichisinthe
realm of my colleagues Department. Hon. Prime Minister has
constituted a Committeeto gointo thisissue. This Committee
consistsof Ministersfrom Delhi and, | think, Uttar Pradesh and
Haryanaand isheaded by Mr. Harish Rawat, the Minister for
Water Resources. Wewill be meeting to try and sort out theissue
so that we can ensurethat in theimmediate future therewill be
someimprovement intheYamunaat Delhi.
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